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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on 9/15/2006 has been entered. 

Applicant's arguments provided in the Applicant's amendment received on 
9/15/2006 is fully considered however they are not persuasive with respect art 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 34-38 and 44-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Washino et al. (US 5,625,410) in view of Scores et al (US 
5,426,513). 
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Regarding claim 34 Washino discloses an image capture apparatus 
(Washino in Figure 7, col. lines 48-52, shows an image capture apparatus i.e 
camera and PC based image monitoring system) comprising: 

an image capture unit that captures images (Washino in Figure 7, col.6, 
lines 48-52 shows camera which captures images ); 

a setting unit adapted to set the number of pixels of each images and 
compression ratio according to user request before image capture unit captures 
the images (Washino, col. 6, lines 60-65 thru col. 7, lines 1-10 and col. 8, lines 
46-56, system of Washino setting number of pixels and compression ratio and 
col. 7, liners 1-10, Washino states computer software is provided to implement 
menu driven management of data bandwidth allocation to the various image 
sources which corresponds to setting number of pixels and compression ratio 
before image capture unit captures the images). 

a control unit that controls a number of pixels and a compression ratio of 
each image (Washino in Figure 7, col.6, lines 62-67, and col. 8, lines 48-50, 
Washino shows graphics processor performs controlling number of pixels [image 
size] and compression ratio). 

Washino however has not explicitly disclosed or a setting unit adapted to set 
the number of pixels of each images and compression ratio individually according 
to user request. 

In the same field of endeavor of image/video transmission Scores discloses 
a setting unit adapted to set the number of pixels of each images and 



Application/Control Number: 10/645,672 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2624 

compression ratio individually according to user request (Scores Fig. 1 and 2 and 
col. 4, lines 42-46, the operator of the system may select the resolution [number 
of pixels and compression level [compression ratio] and Figure 2 shows selecting 
individually number of pixels [resolution] and compression ratio [level] for each 
image). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use a setting unit adapted to set the number of 
pixels of each images and compression ratio individually as shown by Scores in 
the system of Washino to select the number of pixels of each images and 
compression ratio individually because such a system provide transmission of 
video images worldwide and through relatively low bandwidth transmission media 
(Scores, col. 2, lines 26-30) thereby avoiding bandwidth constrains in the video 
image transmission. 

Regarding claim 35, display unit that displays information indicating the 
number of pixels and the compression ratio selected by the user (Washino in , 
col. 6, lines 62-67, and col. 8, lines 48-50, Washino shows user selecting 
number of pixels and compression ratio and in col. 7, lines 1-2, Washino states 
computer software is provided to implement menu driven management of data 
bandwidth i.e. Washino system therefore has to display [menu driven] number of 
pixels and the compression selected by user). 

Washino however has not explicitly disclosed display the number of pixels 
and compression ratio individually. 
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In the same field of endeavor of image/video transmission Scores discloses 
display the number of pixels and compression ratio individually (Scores Fig. 1 
and 2 and col. 4, lines 42-46, the operator of the system may select the 
resolution [number of pixels and compression level [compression ratio] and 
Figure 2 shows selecting individually number of pixels [resolution] and 
compression ratio [level] for each image and in Fig. 3 Scores shows display unit 
connected with control processing of video image transmission which obviously 
would display selected resolution [number of pixels and compression level 
[compression ratio] individually because in col. 2, lines 47-50, Scores states the 
object of the invention is to make aware the operator/user of progress of video 
image transmission). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use a display the number of pixels of each images 
and compression ratio individually as shown by Scores in the system of Washino 
because such a system would inform the operator of progress of video image 
transmission (Scores, col. 2, lines 47-50) thereby avoiding unnecessary 
transmission of video images in the constraint bandwidth environment. 

Regarding claim 36, Wahino discloses recording unit that records the 
image data (Washino in col. 6, lines 29-33 shows image recording unit). 

Regarding claim 37, Washino discloses wireless transmitting unit that 
transmits the image data by wireless transmission (Washino, in col. 3, lines 46- 
50, shows wireless transmitting unit such as satellite links). 
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Regarding claim 38, Washino discloses display unit that displays 
information indicating the number of pixels [image size] and the compression 
ratio selected by the user (Washino in , col. 6, lines 62-67, and col. 8, lines 48- 
50, Washino shows user selecting number of pixels and compression ratio and 
in col. 7, lines 1-2, Washino states computer software is provided to implement 
menu driven management of data bandwidth i.e. Washino system therefore has 
.to display [menu driven] number of pixels and the compression selected by user), 

a recording unit that records the image data (Washino in col. 6, lines 29-33 
shows image recording unit), and 

a wireless transmitting unit that transmits the image data by wireless 
transmission (Washino, in col. 3, lines 46-50, shows wireless transmitting unit 
such as satellite links). 

Washino however has not explicitly disclosed display the number of pixels 
and compression ratio individually. 

In the same field of endeavor of image/video transmission Scores discloses 
display the number of pixels and compression ratio individually (Scores Fig. 1 
and 2 and col. 4, lines 42-46, the operator of the system may select the 
resolution [number of pixels and compression level [compression ratio] 
individually/separately and Figure 2 shows selecting individually number of pixels 
[resolution] and compression ratio [level] for each image and in Fig. 3 Scores 
shows display unit connected with control processing or user interface of video 
image transmission system which obviously would display selected resolution 
[number of pixels and compression level [compression ratio] individually because 
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in col. 2, lines 47-50, Scores states the object of the invention is to make aware 
the operator/user of progress of video image transmission). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use a display the number of pixels of each images 
and compression ratio individually as shown by Scores in the system of Washino 
because such a system would inform the operator of progress of video image 
transmission (Scores, col. 2, lines 47-50) thereby avoiding unnecessary 
transmission of video images in the constraint bandwidth environment. 

Regarding claim 44 Washino discloses an image capture apparatus 
(Washino in Figure 7, col. lines 48-52, shows an image capture apparatus i.e. 
camera and PC based image monitoring system) comprising: 

an image capture unit that captures image data (Washino in Figure 7, 
col.6, lines 48-52 shows camera which captures image data); and 

the setting unit set a frame rate, number of pixels individually and a 
compression ratio of the image data according to a frame rate, number of pixels 
and a compression ratio selected by a user before image capture unit capture 
images (Washino in Figure 7, col. 6, lines 62-67, and col. 8, lines 48-50, 
Washino shows the setting unit setting a frame rate, number of pixels 
individually [col. 6, lines 64-66] and a compression ratio according to selected by 
a user [col. 8, lines 49-53 i.e. number of pixels is dependent on compression ratio 
and furthermore and col. 7, liners 1-10, Washino states computer software is 
provided to implement menu driven management of data bandwidth allocation to 
the various image sources which corresponds to setting number of pixels, 
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compression ratio and frame rates before image capture unit captures the 
images). 

a control unit that controls a frame rate, number of pixels and a 
compression ratio of the image data (Washino in Figure 7, col.6, lines 62-67, 
and col. 8, lines 48-50, Washino shows graphics processor performs controlling 
frame rate, number of pixels and compression ratio), 

Washino however has not explicitly disclosed a setting unit adapted to set 
the number of pixels of each images and compression ratio individually according 
to user request. In other words in the system of Washino number of pixels is 
dependent on compression ratio. 

In the same field of endeavor of image/video transmission Scores discloses 
a setting unit adapted to set the number of pixels of each images and 
compression ratio individually according to user request (Scores Fig. 1 and 2 and 
col. 4, lines 42-46, the operator of the system may select the resolution [number 
of pixels and compression level [compression ratio] and Figure 2 shows selecting 
individually number of pixels [resolution] and compression ratio [level] for each 
image). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use a setting unit adapted to set the number of 
pixels of each images and compression ratio individually as shown by Scores in 
the system of Washino to select the number of pixels of each images and 
compression ratio individually because such a system provide transmission of 
video images worldwide and through relatively low bandwidth transmission media 
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(Scores, col. 2, lines 26-30) thereby avoiding bandwidth constrains in the video 
image transmission. 

Regarding claim 45, display unit that displays information indicating the 
frame rate, number of pixels individually and the compression ratio selected by 
the user (Washino in , col. 6, lines 62-67, and col. 8, lines 48-50, Washino 
shows user selecting frame rate, number of pixels individually and compression 
ratio and in col. 7, lines 1-2, Washino states computer software is provided to 
implement menu driven management of data bandwidth i.e. Washino system 
therefore has to display [menu driven] frame rate, number of pixels and the 
compression selected by user). 

Washino however has not explicitly disclosed display the number of pixels 
and compression ratio individually. In other words in the system of Washino 
number of pixels is dependent on compression ratio. 

In the same field of endeavor of image/video transmission Scores discloses 
display the number of pixels and compression ratio individually (Scores Fig. 1 
and 2 and col. 4, lines 42-46, the operator of the system may select the 
resolution [number of pixels and compression level [compression ratio] and 
Figure 2 shows selecting individually number of pixels [resolution] and 
compression ratio [level] for each image and in Fig. 3 Scores shows display unit 
connected with control processing of video image transmission which obviously 
would display selected resolution [number of pixels and compression level 
[compression ratio] individually because in col. 2, lines 47-50, Scores states the 
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object of the invention is to make aware the operator/user of progress of video 
image transmission). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use a display the number of pixels of each images 
and compression ratio individually as shown by Scores in the system of Washino 
because such a system would inform the operator of progress of video image 
transmission (Scores, col. 2, lines 47-50) thereby avoiding unnecessary 
transmission of video images in the constraint bandwidth environment. 

Regarding claim 46, Wahino discloses recording unit that records the 
image data (Washino in col. 6, lines 29-33 shows image recording unit). 

Regarding claim 47, Washino discloses wireless transmitting unit that 
transmits the image data by wireless transmission (Washino, in col. 3, lines 46- 
50, shows wireless transmitting unit such as satellite links). 

Regarding claim 48, Washino discloses display unit that displays 
information indicating the frame rate, number of pixels and the compression ratio 
selected by the user (Washino in , col. 6, lines 62-67, and col. 8, lines 48-50, 
Washino shows user selecting frame rate, number of pixels and compression 
ratio and in col. 7, lines 1-2, Washino states computer software is provided to 
implement menu driven management of data bandwidth i.e. Washino system 
therefore has to display [menu driven] frame rate, number of pixels and the 
compression selected by user), 

a recording unit that records the image data (Washino in col. 6, lines 29-33 
shows image recording unit), and 
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a wireless transmitting unit that transmits the image data by wireless 
transmission (Washino, in col. 3, lines 46-50, shows wireless transmitting unit 
such as satellite links). 

Washino however has not explicitly disclosed display the number of pixels 
and compression ratio individually. In other words in the system of Washino 
number of pixels is dependent on compression ratio. 

In the same field of endeavor of image/video transmission Scores discloses 
display the number of pixels and compression ratio individually (Scores Fig. 1 
and 2 and col. 4, lines 42-46, the operator of the system may select the 
resolution [number of pixels and compression level [compression ratio] 
individually/separately and Figure 2 shows selecting individually number of pixels 
[resolution] and compression ratio [level] for each image and in Fig. 3 Scores 
shows display unit connected with control processing or user interface of video 
image transmission system which obviously would display selected resolution 
[number of pixels and compression level [compression ratio] individually because 
in col. 2, lines 47-50, Scores states the object of the invention is to make aware 
the operator/user of progress of video image transmission). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use a display the number of pixels of each images 
and compression ratio individually as shown by Scores in the system of Washino 
because such a system would inform the operator of progress of video image 
transmission (Scores, col. 2, lines 47-50) thereby avoiding unnecessary 
transmission of video images in the constraint bandwidth environment. 
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Remarks 

4. Applicant argued the following in the Applicant's amendment/arguments: 

Washino et al. and Scorse et al., do not show setting number of pixels 
and a compression rate individually according to a user request before the 
capture unit captures image. There is no showing of motivation to combine the 
references. 

Washino, in col. 6, lines 60-65 thru col. 7, lines 1-10 and col. 8, lines 46- 
56, shows setting number of pixels and compression ratio and col. 7, liners 1-10, 
and furthermore Washino states computer software is provided to implement 
menu driven management of data bandwidth allocation to the various image 
sources which corresponds to setting number of pixels and compression ratio 
before image capture unit captures the images which corresponds to setting 
number of pixels and compression ratio according to a user request before the 
capture unit captures image. 

Washino however has not explicitly disclosed or a setting unit adapted to 
set the number of pixels of each images and compression ratio individually 
according to user request. In the same field of endeavor of image/video 
transmission Scores discloses a setting unit adapted to set the number of pixels 
of each images and compression ratio individually according to user request 
(Scores Fig. 1 and 2 and col. 4, lines 42-46, the operator of the system may 
select the resolution [number of pixels and compression level [compression ratio] 
and Figure 2 shows selecting individually number of pixels [resolution] and 
compression ratio [level] for each image). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use a setting unit adapted to set the number of 
pixels of each images and compression ratio individually as shown by Scores in 
the system of Washino to select the number of pixels of each images and 
compression ratio individually because such a system provide transmission of 
video images worldwide and through relatively low bandwidth transmission media 
(Scores, col. 2, lines 26-30) thereby avoiding bandwidth constrains in the video 
image transmission. 

Communication 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Sherali Ishrat whose telephone number 
is 571-272-7398. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mathew Bella can be reached on 571-272-7778. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Ishrat Sherali 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



November 21 , 2006 



